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The flattest and mcat fertile part of the Bulgariaa territery
is the Plowdiv plain, particularly its scuthwestera sections arewnd
Krici‘m <illage. This plsia is famous for ite sbundent predustion
of high quality fruit, grapes aad vegetables, not oaly all over
Bulgaria, but alsc abroad far beyond ithe borders of the gountry.

The Krichim piain is located in the lowsst part of the valleys
of the Yusha and Stara Beka rivers,vhich run from the westers aras of
the Rbodope to the Maritsa River. On the south it touwches tae steep
slopes of the Rhodope, nesr Krichim village, aad ou the west it is
boundad by the Sessparski hills, which are as high as 400 B 1a elti-
tade. During the summer, thess bars, yellow lime hills foras a sharp
eontrast to the Erichis plain, covered with thiek and abunident greeasry.
On the esnt the plain toushes the low hills near historical Perushtitss
village, and on the north the plaia widens out and Berges as an insep-

arasble pu.t into the wvast Plowdiv plain,

.. greateat leagth of the Kriehim plain, from Eriehim village
to the F-:oliim reilroad station by the Naritss River, is about 18 ks,
ia the .. oter, particulariy sround Burtove Kcaare viilage, the plata
Rarrovs : tm, but is wwah wider at both its ends. From the foothills
of the h..d0pe mountaing the plain videas to the wet and Rerges vith
the smali plain in the valley of the Stara Aiver asar lsperikhevo
village whish ingludes parts of the lands of Ecaarske and Bysgs vil-
lages, Peshters Gholiya. The Krichim plain has ea overall srea of

about 850 oq k. Ite surfeaee is eatively flat, and 19 slightly inelined
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to the Revtha We, tomsd tae R0r: w River. 109 eltituds 10 cbent
200 . T plets 10 covered with Gipesits fren e Yamne end Stare
o Flvera, MPre the ptt 19 eane Fumcel, .. thigh 9llevial depo-

site, elay, and sand in pleces.

e Erichis plaia 18 charseterinsd iy 18 ware oumny summer
and csmparetively aild winters. It faces the gerge of the Vushe
River aad has & goed draft, which is favesshle to the ervhalrd trees.
m-w“lnhhuhuu“luntq-.‘ulu
sothere nsar suffisient. Dreughts are particulesrly sevese ia summer.
However, thashs teo artificial irrigatica whigh was particularly ia-
tonsified during the yoars of the peeple’s regime, dvoughts of the
Erishis plaia no leager affeet ite agrisultural yield. Brought has
boon eatirely csaquesed. A thiek netwrk of sanals drawe en the waters
of the Yucha and Stara Reks Bivers, and irrigates almost all the land

of this fertile regiom.

The Kriehis plaia is deasely populated. The largest settle-
asats hore are Erichia village (7,000 populatien), Eriehisa ratlread
statiea (over 6,000 pecple), and Eurtenc Essare village (3,800 pepu~
lation). The eatire plais here is wnder sultivatica. There are se
grasiang grounds. The Erishis pepulstion is peorly swupplied with
arable land. There the natienal average is 42 degares of arshle leng
por Bulgarian peasaat fraily, while ia this plain there are ealy 12
dosares, respestively, i.e., 3.5 times less. About 2/3 of the land
dore bolengs to the Pura Vorbers' Qesperatives, which are wil res
and are ameng the richest ia the eeuntry, They have apoeialised iz

the produstion of fruit, grapes, and vegetables.

Thanks to artifisial irrigstiea, sbundant fortilisiag, and
the ever inereasiag iatrodusties ¢f medern agretechaical aBsans, the
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oseporative fasmers and private euwners ia the Erichia plais have

high and stadle agriscultusul yislds. Here ia large atvas, 3 ereps
4 yoar are harvested.

™he main agrionitural ereps ia the Kriehis plaia are fruit,
Srepes, and vegetables. In theee 2ields the predustion caupericase
of the pepulsiion is very exteasive, and the pesple’s regins mahes
a poud use of 1it.

Fruit growiag takes first plaee ia losal agricultursl predue-
tion. In many settlemeats it ssecunts for half tho total imcems of
the populatien. Orchards occoupy only 35 of the aradle lasd in Bul-
garia, while here they oceupy STE, and ia the area of Rurteve Bsmare
village orchards sesount for 455 of the total emitivated area. Oovering
the entire Kriehinm plaia, the orchards look like s real forest. If
you travel by rail from the Krichiam railroed station to Peshtsrs, you
will eross vast 3ev and old orchards near Eurtovo Eocasre, Neve Sele,
Kriehin, Isperikheve, and Byaga villages. Nere everything is hiddea
by the thisk forest of fruit trees. Adbundant water bubbles asloag the
AUBOrous eamsls, irrigating orderly orchards, whose trees are heavy
with fruit. At the sight of these vast orchards, eme cammet fail teo
realise that this plaia 1is indeed the orehard gardea of Threes.

The Krichin plain incliwdes over 16,000 decares of orehard,
and this represeats more than the sun total of the orehards ia the
eatire Ehashove Okrug, and oquals 000 of the erchards ia the Bla-
goesvgrad Okrug. 1a dsasity of fruit trees, the EKriechim plain places
high in cemparisen to other pleses in Bulgaria, The P-lgarisa sverage
18 156 desares of orchards per 1,000 persens, while this plain has
$40 doeares por 1,000, and in Eurteve Hsaare village there ave 740

decares, i.e., 3 decares for every 3 pecple.
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T™he Eriechia plain is & typieal spple crehard. On & satiemal
svarage, oaly 306 ~f all ereherds iz the ecoumtry are spple osrehands,
Wlla 2I5T wewy mre % af the total orchsrd aves. The mo~: seumoa
types of apples enltivated here are Ayvaniya, Enrtovika, Elatas Iimma
Parssna, ete. Nore orchards sre eanltivated by nodeyn means, partie-
ularly ia the Parm Worhers Cosperstives. They =re sbusdaatly irrigated
and fertilised, eprayed by special mechines, and Gustid with chemicals
by sirplane. Ome sirplame esa dust 3,000 decares of orchards daily,

thus doing the work of sbeut 1,500 wosrksrs.

The yislds ot the fruit growwsrs of the Kriehim plain are
famous. Applying modernagretechaiques, tiey produse 3 to 5 toms of
apples por desare. Tho chanpiens in this field hawve obtained record
yields. Thus, for iastanes, in 1988 ia Durtomo Kooare village, the
average yield for 350 desares was 9,748 kg of appies per decare, and
in Byaga village 3 decares yielded 13,000 kg sach. The entire plain
produces about 30 to 40 million kg of apples annvally. The majority
of this produce is saported, snothes part is eonsumed ia the ocouatry,
and s part is proosssed in the sanning oombins at Kyrichim railroad

station.

In addition to apple orchards, the Krighim plain has also a
sms)]l number of peash orehards (over 700 desares), sherry orchards
(380 decares), and plum orchards. Ia the Pas (Burshavao sesndeleiko
stpanstve, State Farm) near Eurtove Ecanre village lemoas and ether
subtrepical fruite grev in greenhouses. The produstion of sour
ehorries and peaches must be inereased in this part of the esuatry,

in viev of the weeds of the sanning industry.

Nere vime grovwing is alco rather isportant, aleag vith fruit

grovwiag. It is an old and important ocssupatiea of the pepulation
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parts of the plaian. Vinepards cover vast areas of the Eriehis plaia.
They tabe wp about 308 of the arable land of th plain, while vise-
yards 00ouwpy oa an average 3§ of the arable land of the eatire ssuatry.
Bere, under ircigation, they produes 4,000 kg of grepes per dessre.
Most of the grapes are dessert types, large and sweet, fameus ia heme

and foreign marbets.

A third importaat agrisultural branech ia the Krishis plais 1i»
vegetable production. 1t is important for export purposes, sad also
supplies the eanaing iadustry with rav materials. 7The plaia reaanks
among the best areas in Bulgaris in produstioa of vegetables; in
particular, of early tomatoes. It insludes vast vegetadble gardeas.

In the country as a whole vegetable gardens sover caly 1% of the
arable lasd, while here such gardans ocecupy 13% of the arable land,
1.0., more than 7 times [sic] the country's average. A great Guaaity
of tomatoes (mostly early) are growm in Kurtovo Komare village (1500
decares), at Krichim railroed station (over 800 deeares), ia Novo

Selo village, Kadievo village, and others. Rven the Jourtyards ia

the villages of the Krighim plain are planted with tomatoes, carefully
gultivated, In this yespect the pecple have great basklog of experience.
The producers Are beixg aided by scisatifie workers ia the field of ve-
getable groving, and by visely euploying Soviet experisass. Great re-
sults have been achieoved through the culture of tomato seedliags Whieh
can withstand a teapersture of evea 0° G, ecaz be traasplaated to the
tield early, and produses early tomatoes. For example, in 1984, ia

the Eurtevo Esmarc village TERS (Trudove ssmdd@dlibhe kooperstivmo sto-
panstvo, Parm Vorkers’ Oscperative) plaats cultivated ia the ordimary
way yielded aa average of 3,880 kg of sarly tematoes per desare and

an incomes of 4,507 leva per deeare, Waile plants growm by the eold
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7.808 levr ingeme ser deeare. Tomrtuss are alnc erown in spesisl
lwans pots. The Eriehis plain snd the ther parts of the Plowity
Oheliys produee adbout 400 of the total yield of eerly tematess ia
Bulgaria. The predustion of red peppers of the Kapiye type, Wieh
are proussied ia the canaing enterprises at the Erichin railresd

station, 18 also wll develeped.

Fruit growiag, viseyards, and vegetable greviag eatirely
dominate agriewiture in the Eriehim plain. The other agrieultural
branches are poorly develeped here, and fail to satisfy ovea the
aseds of the lossl pepulatien. Per ingtanee, grains coeowpy ealy
30% of the arsble land here, but they are partly sows as seeend
erops. Usually, after the carly tematees are piched, the fislde
are planted with corn, whieh, under irrigatiea ia fertilised areas,
yields 300 to 300 kg of grain per decare. Iadustrial sreps end
livestock breeding are peorly developed.

The Krichim plain not only has s wil developed agrieul ture,
but also s developed industry. The most importaat icdusgtrial esster
hore is the Krichim railroad station. It is a nev settisasat, grewm
up arvund the station iteelf. Unt.l the first World War, there was
nothing here but ssveral small imns. 1Ia 15856 the pepulatice was ealy
334 peeple, and in 1934, 380. Later, dus to the expert and Ppreesssing
of vegetables, fruit, and grapes, the populstios grev rapidly. Ia
1043 the settiement (rarged with the neighderiag Polateve village)
aunbered 3,300 people. Newever, the repid growth of iadustry here
resulted ia a population imerease to over 5,000 pesple, and ia eertain
seaseas of the yoar 3,000 additional worbers ceme frea Plevédv, Pasardmik,

and the aeighboring citieo. KErichin 19 groving fast, and 10 leeking more and

like a eity.
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The Erichia railresd station 15 ene of the largest senters

of the Bulgariaa camning iadustry. After their matisnslisaties,
the camning eaterprises whish wore established here betusea 1936
and 1043 were expanded and msdernined, beccmisg the Vitanina State
Canniang Ssubise. It proeesses abeut 335,000 toms of vegetables
annually, s large part of which are supplied ia the Eriekim plais.
The combine produces tomato pulp, canned vegetables, jellies,
preserves, swet preserves, ssaned fruits, frait juices, caamned

»eat dishes, ete ~=- 5 total of sbout 100 differeat kimds.

The Erichim railroad station 1s an imgortaat wine prodestioc
osater. The Vinprom enterprise located hwere prooesses over 7,000
tomas of grapes annually,and produces considerable guantities of
liqueurs, wine distillation products, spirits, caleius tartrate,

eté. A large modern vine osllar will be duilt here soea.

The BStefan Kiradshiev Cellulose and Paper Oombine i3 the
pevest and largest industrial enterprise at Krighim railroad
sxatiom. It is the fruit of the vital Bulgsrian-Soviot frieadahip,
and 1a the only BDulgarian enterprise cf its kind. large quantities
of wood pulp are provessed, and ocelluloss is made here by using aa~
asrous shemisal substances and the abundant water supply eoming from
close~by Earst springs. The eesllulose is used ia the produstion of
natroa type paper, from whieh a spesial fastory mahes paper bags for
the transgportation of echemical fertilisers, cemeat, flour, eots. 1la
addition, the somdine ineludes a faetery for the extrastion of taanateas
from tae barks ofak, spruce, and other trees. 7These tanastes have

sugh uss in the Bulgarisn leather induatry.

With its highly developed industry aad its ianteasive agrisul -

ture, the Krishim plain is of great inportanes to Bulgaria. The high
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quality fruit, greyes, end veget.sles, fresh and cantwd, Mlp to feed
the Buljorin werking poeple [a sddition, s large part of the pireduse
of this plain gees te %orei-n msvunte - the UAER, Onsehoslovshia,
COTRARYy, } MG, WNaAT ! . +  Usen, during the wiater of 18835,
1 1ay '» muwreus sitivr . 0 Govuan Domseratis Republis preserves,
Jollies, canned fruit, freses stresberries, tematess, ote from Krighia,
1 was partisularly pround of the degrees of dovelepasat of the Bulgarisa
csnaing industry, Which 18 15 large Meaoure sheowm in the varied and
Righ quality preduse of the Krishin saterprises, losated in the midst
of ons of the west fertile plains of Bulgaria.

[Page ) original] Sneteh £ the Eriehim plain
[Page 8 originsl] Strawvia-ry fisld in the Eriehim plais
(Page 3 original] The "Vitamina™ Canning Combine at the Kriehim

Rasilroad Station
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